Richards' Records

The University of Saskatchewan Library boasts one of largest academic col-
lections of LGBTQ titles in Canada. The Neil Richards Collection of Sexual
and Gender Diversity is made up of over 1,800 non-circulating items, housed
in Special Collections on the 3rd floor of the Murray Library.

The Richards Collection includes many types of items. Find some below!
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What is an Archive?

An archive is a collection of documents, media, or other objects that are seen
as having historical value. It's also also the word for the place where those
objects are kept. Archives house, protect, organize and make accessible im-
portant information about individuals, groups, and institutions.

In his 1995 essay Archive Fever, Jacques Derrida describes the passion which
feeds the drive to archive as: "a compulsive, repetitive, and nostalgic desire
for the archive, an irrepressible desire to return to the origin, a homesickness,
a nostalgia for the return to the most archaic place of absolute commence-
ment.

Queer Archives

Archival materials document events, aid our memories and preserve traces
of feelings. In illuminating the past, archives point optimistically to the future.
By preserving queer experiences we posit a future where people will want to
remember them. Archivists who collect GLBTQ materials are challenged by
the task of documenting intimate personal experiences often hidden from
public view.

"In insisting on the value of apparently marginal or ephemeral
materials, the collectors of gay and lesbian archives propose
that affects--associated with nostalgia, personal memory, fan-
tasy, and trauma--make a document significant. The archive of
feelings is both material and immaterial, at once incorporating
objects that might not ordinarily be considered archival, and at
the same time, resisting documentation because sex and feel-
ings are too personal or ephemeral to leave records.”

Ann Cvetkovich, An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and
Lesbian Public Cultures

Lost in the Stacks?

Special Collections Librarian David Bindle is helping a new graduate student
find a box of matchbook covers, but it appears to have been misshelved!

Help them find the box before the student's committee meeting starts!
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The Archival Impulse

What documents do you keep around to help you remember events and
feelings from your own life?

O photos O a tattoo

O letters O food

O official documents O your home
O journal/scrapbook O a person

O videos O other things:
O artwork

O souvenirs/knick-knacks

O books

O songs

O clothing/hair
O perfume/scents
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Perverted Passions

Pulp novels were cheap paperbacks widely available at drugstores and news-
stands in the decades after World War IIl. Though sensational and often for-
mulaic, LGBTQ-themed pulps’ accessible narratives of queer desire were im-
portant coping tools for isolated rural queers. The Neil Richards Collection of
Sexual and Gender Diversity holds over 480 lesbian, gay, and trans-themed
pulp novels.

Find the words in CAPITAL LETTERS from the pulp fiction titles listed in the
puzzle below.
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The AGONY of Desire
ANOTHER Kind of Love
BLOW Gently

The CADETS: A Novel
COMPULSION
Cousin DYKE

A Hidden HUNGER
Hollywood HOMO
Idylls of the QUEENS

"...the notion of an archive has to extend beyond the image of a
place to collect material or hold documents, and it has to become
a floating signifier for the kinds of lives implied by the paper rem-
nants of shows, clubs, events, and meetings. The archive is not
simply a repository; it is also a theory of cultural relevance, a con-
struction of collective memory, and a complex record of queer ac-
tivity. In order for the archive to function it requires users, inter-
preters, and cultural historians to wade through the material and
piece together the jigsaw puzzle of queer history in the making."

Judith "Jack" Halberstam, In a Queer Time and Place: Transgender
Bodies, Subcultural Lives

Q: What building on campus has the most stories?

Love Like a SHADOW
Loveliest of FRIENDS
MACHO Brother

SINFUL Desires
Song of the WHIP
STRANGE Marriage

Bunk BUDDIES
By Love DEPRAVED

DANCE of Desire
Dynasty of DECADENCE
The FLESH is Willing
FORBIDDEN Sex

The GAY Lords

If This Be SIN

ILLICIT Interlude

The JEALOUS and the Free
The KILLER Queens

The LAVENDER Girls

The LEATHER Boys
Locker-room LOVERS

The Man from PANSY
Midnight COWBOY

My SISTER, My Beloved
ODD Girl Out

The One BETWEEN

A Queer Kind of DEATH
RUNAWAY Wanton

A SHAMELESS Need

SUMMER in Sodom
TORMENT

The TWILIGHT Sex
VENGEANCE is Mine!
Walk the Gay NIGHT
The WAYWARD Ones
The Well of LONELINESS
WHISPER His Sin

Double Trouble

It's 1972, and the Zodiac Friendship Society holds Saturday night gay danc-
es at the Unitarian Centre on Main Street. Dedicated club president Doug
Hellquist is bartending tonight, but he's in a bad mood! Help Doug get to the
bar without running into any tables, which are full of bitchy queens.

University of Saskatchewan English professor Peter Millard is also volunteer-
ing tonight. Help Peter collect all the empties on his way to the bar.
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"Like That"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14
15 16 17

54 55

57 58
Across
1. Patsy 21. Do-er 42.
4. The "first” patient 23. Insolent 43,
8. Boys don't shed this ~ 26. Put it on everything 45

12. Nought

13. Gee whiz!

14. Homophobia might
make you feel it

15. Lemon- or lime-

16. They stand up for
you

18. Push it

20. L Word star Daniels

30. Cheerleaders: Bring

32. Pants on firel

33. Wildebeest

35. Crystal

36. Lesbian anarchist
Goldman

37. Dempsey & Millan

39. Lord Alfred’s wild
boyfriend

49,

53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.
59.

56

59

July/August baby
Bound

. To take pleasure in

Quintessential
queer moment
* k)

Lick out the middle
Up this

Insult

Black, green or
adzuki

Ogle
Diminutive
feminine suffix

Tendencies

Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick's Tendencies, published in 1993, is a classic text of
what was the then-emerging field of queer studies...as well as a staple of first
year gender studies courses. In the introduction, "Queer and Now", Sedgwick

contextualizes and attempts to describe "queer”.

Down

1.0Oh___|

2. Executive Assistant

3. Begged

4. Extremist

5. AKA Esophagogas-

troduodenoscopy

6. Bring glowsticks
here

7. Smells

8. Change your gender

9. Chow down

10. It's just a number

11. Bring back to life,
for short

17. MK ULTRA directors

19.

22.

24.
25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
31

34.

How you know
you're gay

Girl, do him in the
butt

Presents from exes?
Etymologically, yoni
+ cunt

Irish ISO code

In SK, it's illegal to
drink in here

Feed it to your dog
A single strand
Bananarama has
lots

Website address

38. Wobble

40. Nothing, in Hebrew
41. Queenly

44 Thoroughly finished
46. Uses force

47. Exclude

48. Kriya, Ashtanga or
Kripalu

49. Paddle

50. Rocks with gold or
silver

51. __ culpa

52. Utah Native

The letters in each vertical column belong in the squares below it, but not nec-

essarily in the order in which they appear. Black squares indicate spaces, and

punctuation is intact.

Place the letters in their correct squares to read a classic quote from Sedgwick’s

book, beginning "

..one of the things that 'queer' can refer to:" ...
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Queer Theories Quiz

Test your knowledge of queer terms, theories and theorists!

Answer the questions and fill in the puzzle below.

Across

1. Gilles & Félix say it moves you

6. Cultural expectations associated
with biological sex.

11. Gender Trouble author

12. Things will be perfect here

13. This "I" can act and be acted
upon.

15. Painful pleasure, to Lacan

17. Jack's Queer Art

19. Mufoz's third process is neither
assimilation nor oppositon

Down

2. He excavates the archive in
Archaeology of Knowledge

3. Collusion between gays and the
nation state, according to Puar

4. Edelman turns away from it

5. Kings and queens do it

7. Susan wrote Notes on it

8. One might argue that sexuality is
a social one of these

9. This sort of utterance does
things, like 6 Across.

10. 'isms and crosswords do this
13. The capacity to have erotic
feelings and experiences
14. Everybody has one, literally
16. Epistemology of the Closet

author
18. If you're white, it's privileged

A Picture of Us

What will "queer” look like in 20 years? Will gueerness still exist, or will it have
been rendered obsolete by time or social and political changes?

Draw a picture of what "queer” will look like in 20 years. Use additional pages
as necessary.

Using the Past to Imagine the Future

Many theorists suggest that queerness is not just a matter of being, but of do-
iNg; a position in relation to the dominant, normative culture. David Halperin,
in his book Saint Foucault, argues that unlike gay identity, "queer identity need
not be grounded in any positive truth or in any stable reality”.

"It is from the eccentric positionality occupied by the queer sub-
ject that it may become possible to envision a variety of possibili-
ties for reordering the relations among sexual behaviors, erotic
identities, constructions of gender, forms of knowledge, regimes
of enunciation, logics of representation, modes of self-constitu-
tion, and practices of community—for restructuring, that is, the
relations among power, truth, and desire."

David Halperin, Saint Foucault: Towards a Gay Hagiography

In his 2009 book Cruising Utopia, José Esteban Mufioz argues that we should
look to the past for examples of transformative acts, spaces, and feelings that
we can use, today, to envision a different future. Drawing from a broad ar-
chive of literature and visual art, Mufioz chases a queerness that is made of
possibilities and always on the horizon.

"We must vacate the here and now for the then and there. Indi-
vidual transports are insufficient. We need to engage in a collec-
tive temporal distortion. We need to step out of the rigid concep-
tualization that is a straight present.”

José Esteban Muiioz, Cruising Utopia: The Then & There of Queer
Futurity
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